


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE TREE OF LIFE: 36 

life f~ltilled ihe promise uttered 
by , Moses himself: ••the LQrd thy 
God will raise up to thee a Prophet 
f r_om the midst of thee, of thy bre- . 
thren, like ~nt~ me; unto him shall 
ye hearken. ' ' 

THE other Old Testament prophets, 
and the see_rs who have arisen ·since 
the day of Jesus, h~e made no high­
er contact thai unfo~ with the Cen ­
tral SELF in Tuphareth. Ov~r and 
over again, therefore, the Prophets 
of Israel begin their revelations 
with the words, ''Thus saith the 
Lord,'' and the word translated 
''Lord'' is illi1\ Yod-Heh-Vav-Heh, 
which is the Divine Name designating 
Tiphareth. · 

Tiphareth _is the seat of Ruach, 
n11, the Holy Spirit. This is the 
"Lord, the -Giver of Life, ••• Who 
spake .by the Prophets,'' as the Nio­
cene Creed puts it~ 

In the Rosicrucian system of 1n1 -

tiation, therefore, the pinnacle of 
attainment is the sixth Sephirah. 
~h~s _is the attainment ~f p~~fect 
union with the Divine SON, with the 
Christos, with ''Ou ·r Brother C.R.'' 

Higher than this we need not go, 
because the Divine SON is in eternal 
union with the FATIIER, that is, with 
Yekhidah in Kether. He who attains 
to the Christ-consciousness in Tiph­
areth becomes one with the CENTER 
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THE TREE OF LIFE: 36 

into which pour the influences des­
cending through the paths above 
Tiphareth on the Tree. 

Through the path of Lamed, after 
he has risen to the Tiphareth pQint, 
he receives the influence frq_m Gebu­
rah. , Through the path of Yod, he 
makes contact with the influence 
from Chesed. Through the ~•th -0f 
Zain, he receives the influence d.es­
cending from Binah, and has access 
to Neshamah, the Divine Sou ·l. 
Through the path ' of Heh, the wisdom 
of Chokmah, and ' the 'power · of Chaiah 
the life-force, come down tQ him. 
Finally, through the path of Gimel, 
he receives the influence from Keth­
er. and makes contact with Yekhidah , 
the Cosmic SELF. · 

These higher states of life and 
consciousness are unfolded within 
him progressively. Thus, in the 
Inner ·school there ar_e Grades above 
Tiphareth; but these Grades are not, 
so to say, attained by means of an 
ascent from Malkuth to Tiphareth on 
what ·we ha:ee so often called ''The 
Way of Return~'' . 

Tiphareth, therefore, is the goal 
of the Great Work, designated in the 
8osicrucian grade~system a~ the 
Grade of Lesser ·Adept. It .is a 
Grade of union with the Christ, and, 
once attained, assures the general 
development of the skills and powers 
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-

belonging to the Grades beyond. In 
a:lchemi~al symbolism the attainment 
of the Grade of Tiph~reth is called 
the ''Confection of the STONE.'' 
The gradual unfoldment of the ~owers 
corresponding to the higher Grades 
is represented in alchemical litera­
ture by the uses to which the alche­
mis .t may put the -STONE, once it has 
been made. 

Another symbol for Tiphareth is 
the Throne of God and. the Lamb, men­
tioned in the twenty-second chapter 
of the A~ocalypse. The Throne is 
said to be at th& center of the city 
and as this is the interior center, 
it corresponds to the interior cen­
ter pt the Cube of Space, for the 
New Jewusalem is described in the 
Apocalypse as being a perfect cube: 

••And the city lieth foursquare, 
and the length is as large as the 
breadth: and he measured the city 
with the reed, twelve thousand fur­
longs. The length and the breadth 
and the height of it are equal.'' 

Each face ~f ~thi~ cube would have 
an area of 144,000,000 square fur­
longs. This is a number represent­
ing the perfected humanity. 144, 
for many reasons which we need not 
enter into here, i~ a number always 
symbolic of man. 144,000,000 is 144 
multiplied by the raising of the 
number 10 to its si%th power, or 
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THE TREE OF LIFE: 36 
-

10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10. Thus 
we find emphasis on 6, the speciaJ 
uumber of the cube and of Tiphareth ·. 
Geometrically~ then, the measur~­
ments of the . Holy City symbolize :the 
~erfect embodiment of humaniiy, and 
the :substance of the city, · ''gold, 
clear as glass,~' refers to litht 
(gold, alchemically termed ''the 
Sun'') and transparency (glass). · . 

. Because the metal gold is always a 
symbol of the Sun, and because fiph­
•reth on the Tree of .Llfe is th~ 
Sphere of the Sun, this ~ymbol of 
th~ Heaven! y Bride rep_resen ts the 
perfect · union of the EGO,_ the Lamb 
at the center of the Ne~ Jerusalem 
cube, with Malkuth, the Sephirah 
corresponding to the human body and 
to the physical plane. Conflequently 
in the Apocalypse the New Jerusalem 
descends from heaven to ·earth, and 
all the context of the . last two 
chapters of the allegory indicates 
plainly that it depicts the regener­
ation and perfection of humanity, on 
t he ; p h y s i c a 1 p 1 an e , in a soc i a 1 
order having enlightenment, truth, 
justice, equality and freedom for 
its characteristics. For the words 
•'civilization,'' ''~iti~en,'' and 
''city'' are all closely related. 

Perfect the units of mankind, and 
the outcome must be a perfect social 
order. It is not a social order 
somewhere else in the sky. It 
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is a civilization here on earth that 
is foreshadowed in the symbols of 
Revelation. It is a civilization 
directed by a Light that comes from 
within and from above. Another sym­
bol ·for the same idea is the Eye in 
the Triangle, surrounded by~ glory, 
ove~ .the unfinished pyramid depicted 
on the Seal of the United States of 
America. 

On the middle pillar of the T~ee 
of Life, Tiphareth, seat of the EGO, 
stands al< the center, mid.way between 
Kether and Malkuth. F.rom Tipha ·seth 
to Yesod, the influence flows down 
through the path -of Sawekh, repre­
sented in Tarot by Key 14. 

This path. is the channel thr_ough 
_which th~ EGO, pictured in Key 14 as 
the Solar Angel, woTks up-0n the 
Vital Soul and subconsciousness 
active in Yesod. Until personality 
has reached a certain stage of de­
velopment, we do not · recognize the 
truth that we are the subj~cts of 
the operation whereby the EGO makes 
its pe .rsonal ins~ruments fit to_ par­
ticipate consciously in the Great 
Work: but the~e comes a time when 
we -do begin to realize that we are 
being fitted for such participation, 
artd eventually we awaken to the 
truth that something descen1Hng from 
a level higher than that of our per­
sonal lives shapes the circumstances 
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. . ·· .. 

in whi~h ~e find ourselves~ and, by 
means of these circumsban~es, un~ 
folds our powers and draws forth our 
latent abilities. 

ln the earli~r stages of this 
realization, t 0he .power which governs : 
circumstances is felt : to be ouisid~ 
m~n, ~swell as superior ~o p~rson­
a Ii t y ~ Th is is the fee 1i n g w h i ch 
has been fatmulated into the creeds 
of exoteric religion. Even today 1 

it is what most people believe. 

'Those personalities in whose .lives 
the -Operation of the Sun has been 
carried to a higher stage come grad­
ually tg understand that the Super­
vising Power, though certainly sa­
perior to the self-conscious level 
of man's personal consciousnes ·s, :is 
not outside, < nor far o"ff, either in 
time or space. They find it to be 
immanent in their lives, interior 
rather than exterior. Ultimately, 
they learn to identify this indwell­
ing Divinity as the true I AM, the 
Christos (Tiphareth) who is eternal­
ly in perfect union with the One and 
Indivisible Cosmic SELF (Yekhidah in 
Kether). 

Then they become conscious parti­
cipants in the administration . of the 
co ·smic order. They . are no longer 
''strangers · and foreigners; bqt fel­
low-citizens wit~ the s~inis an~ of 
the household of God.'' Their grasp 
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of this truth is symbolized by Key 
21 of Tarot, which corresponds to 
the path of Tav , the path of the 
Administr~tive Intelligence. 

. . 

In Tarot Fun_dam.entals, we have ·ex­
plained Key 21 as being a symbol .of 
Cosmic Conciousness. Yet it should 
be understood that th; ecstatic men­
tal state most persons think of when 
they speak of cosmic consciousness 
is~~ more than the introduction . to 
the true higher knowing. · The ecsta­
sy is not of long du~ation. As a 
rule, it lases only a few moments, 
and only in very exceptional cases 
does it persist longer than a half­
hour. But real cosmic consciousness 
is more than ecstasy. It is a per­
manent, and permeating, alteration 
of our insight into life and of our 
outlook on the world. It remains 
after the ecstasy has passed, and 
fulfills the prophecy that there 
shall be a new heaven and a new 
e a rth. 

The new heaven is different, be­
cause it is realized as being here 
and now, instead of being remote. 
It is diff~rent, ~gain, in being re­
cognized as an interior reality to 
which we have free, unobstructed 
access. 

The new earth is not another 
earth. It is the same earth, and 
nothing in it is changed. The same 
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physical laws are in operation. The 
same conditions, and even many of 
the same appearanc~s, are as they 
always have been. Yet it is a new 
earth, because we see it with new 
eyes. No longer is it our adver­
sary. No longer do we feel that 
anything in its nature is really 
antagonistic to us. No longer do we 
fear conditions. For we have awak­
ened to the truth that the external 
world is actually the expression of 
interior powers, and to the related 
truth that these interior powers are 
inside ourselves, and ~re directed 
from the ''Throne of God and the 
Lamb'' at the center of our being. 

Such permanent realization of our 
own true nature, and of our true re­
lation to the world surrounding us, 
is the real cosmic consciousness. 
It abides with us always, no matter 
what external appearances may he. 

It is through this realization 
that we experience to the full what 
is meant by the st~rement: ''The 
Kingdom of Spirit is embodied in my 
flesh.'' Some of the practical con­
sequences of this will be discussed 
in the next lesson, concluding this 
series on the Tree of Life. 
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THE TREE OF LIFE 

LESSON· THIRTY-SEVEN .· · 

THE KINGDOM . ( 3 >' 

· THE Root ~f the wo·rt1 nljiO, Mal­
kuth, is :)70, Me lek, · King, which 1s 
one of the narnes for Tiphare 'th ·, the 
sixth" 'Sephirah • . Thus the Ei°s's'eritial 
-idea behind the , tenth Sephir.ah is 
that of the .manifestation , or expres-
sion ~f power to :r~Le; derived from 
the EGO, or the ·Christos :., 

AgHO:, . since · Ti"pharet ·h is na ·me·d 
01N, Adam, as well as ·Melek; ' and ts 
calle 'd Ben, . the Son; the power ''.to 
rule re .presented by··Malkttth ·is indi­
citeJ ·~s being a perfettly ·~at~ra1 

·humin quality, r-iHate·d to ma·n' ·s 
essential kit fship · wfth ·:his Di vi'ne 
So:urce ·~- "'Mani!} the ; so ·n of -God ·, 
and ·tlfere is ·\~ Go:d ,'hilt · Man ', :~ ·is 

. . .. , 
, the way t ·he : f\o 'sicrucia ·n ·_·aph'orism 
puts this idea. · ; . . .. . .• . 

Ex~t~ri~ t~ligions make-~~ a 
' creatute oJ God, 'inferior · to his 
Creator, ''. a'nd 'belonging · to another 
speci_es. Seers have always se 'en 
that God · a'nd ·Man are_· e~sentially : the 

·same. · This · is '~hy Jerus~Ieni, head­
~uarters :~£ the exotiric religion ~f 
Israel' "always p~rsecuted ' the _proph­
ets, ' and ' fin:ished by killing Jesu ·J • 

. '-1 ·- : 



TilE TREE OF.LIFE: 37 · 

For the long history of exoteric 
religion is a history of the support 
of privilege by priestcraft, a hist­
ory of crafty manipulation of ignor­
ant masses for the · h~nefit of vested 
interests, ,and parbicilarly~for the 
benefit of grasping, avaricious 
hierarchies composed ·of priests 
desirous of power and pr .estige, · 

Esoteric . religion~ on th~ con­
trary, proclaim~ the essential roy­
alty of the common man, Its proph­
ets have always agreed with Moses, 
who sai<;l the true ,name _of God is I 
AM. They have denied that God is a 
tyrant, who must be flattered by 
jawning sycophants, The temple of 
God, they _ say, is a hous~ not made 
with .hands, etern~l in the heavens, 
and that temple is MAN: Embodied 
~an, -moreov~~. as we . learn from 
Paul, s question: •• KnQW ye riot that 
ye are the te111ple of God, and that 
the ·spirit of God dwelleth in . you?" 

That temple is already eternal in 
the heavens, The power that made 
the .worlds, and rules everything in 
the universe, has its dwelling in 
this temple NOW • .. We do not have to 
wait until we are dead · to know this. 
Nor do we have t~ do anything to 
establish the . embodiment of ~he 
Kingdom of .Spirit in ou_r flesh. 

Our part is to become conscious 
participants in the Kingdom. To 
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become citizens, rather ~han sub­
jects. To enter into the joy of our 
divine heritage, here and now. · And 
our method for accom·plishing this is 
hinted at by the two letters which, 
added to ~iO, King, change it into 
n1:,,c, Kingdom. 

The first oi th~se is Vav, and 
here we may note that Vav is alsd 
the middle letter of the word Sll, · 
guph, body, , and has been gi Ven SQffle 
consideration in Lesson 35, page 16. 
To ~hat is said there, let us add 
here that we, in order to enter into 
the joy of our inner Lord (the 
Christos in Tiphareth), must first · 
of all establish oirselves in the 
practice of listening to the Voice 
of the Hierophant. This practice 
must be regular. We must give time, 
every day of our lives, for commun­
ion with ·the Inner Teacher. We must 
learn to hear, for the Voice speaks 
low, and the . strident clamor of the 
external world must be shut out be­
fore we can re .ceive in ·structio,n from 
the Hie rophant. 

Yet it should be made cle-r th•t 
the practice wear~ speaking of is 
neither difficult nor compl fca ted. 
A little child may learn i~ .l{sien 
to the Inner Voice. Little children 
indeed do _ io almost without being 
tau .ght. Just listen, that's all; 
but before you sit down to listen, 
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prepare yourself to be taught by de­
ciding what you want to learn. 

Here it may be worth ~hile for you 
to take a lesson f~om George Wash­
ington Carver, the Negro chemist who 
learned all he knew from the same 
Inner Teacher. He wrote, once, that 
when first he began to seek instruc­
tion he asked to be taught about 
everything. Then, when the Voice 
suggested that that might be a 
pretty big undertaking, Carver asked 
to learn all af'Out man. Even this, 
said the Teacher, was too much. 
Eventually, the field was narrowed 
down to instruction concerning the 
virtues and values of the lowly pea­
nut, and the whole world admits that 
what Dr. Carver learned about pea­
nuts was of inestimable practical 
worth. 

Yet the world would be no better 
for what the Inner Teacher taugh t 
Dr. Carver if that same saintly sci ­
entist had done no more than listen . 
Knowledge i s potential power, but it 
must be pu t into action to be of 
value; and this is what is meant by 
the letter Tav which completes t he 
word Malkuth. For Tavis the lett e r 
corresponding to the Administrati ve 
Intelligence. 

It is the letter, also, represent­
ing the final stage of spiritu a l 
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unfoldment, sometimes called ''cos­
mic consciousness. ·" To this we 
devoted some attention in the con­
cluding pages of the preceding les­
son; but we risk seeming repetitious 
to say again that true cosmic con­
sciousness, though we enter into it 
through the gate of ecstasy, is a 
permanent state of mind. 

It is not uncommon for a teacher 
of occult principles to receive 
letters expressing profound regret 
that the writer has somehow lost the 
joy of mystical experience. ''What 
would I not give to recapture the 
never-to-be-forgotten bliss of those 
few moments!'' is the burden of such 
comp! aints. 

The truth is that such persons 
have mistaken psychic thrills for 
genuine mystical experience. Not 
that the actual experience is not 
thrilling. The re is no th in g more 
full of joy than the ecstasy of 
genuine seership. 

Yet when ecstasy makes our every­
day world seem drab and flat, it is 
not the genuine approach to cos~ic 
consciousness. No real seer is, or 
pretends to be, so interesl ced in the 
other world that he has no liking · 
for this one. For the essential 
knowledge which comes with genuine 
cosmic consciousness is the know­
ledge that the other world is truly 
this world, as this world appears to 
the eyes of an enlightened mind. 
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Keen interest {~ this ~~rid; keen 
a~areness :of ~hat goe; ~n in it, 
active par~icipation _in {~s rinde~~ 
taking~, - rbility to ''g~t on'' with 
all sorts and conditiqns of men-­
these are some of the siins of true 
cosmic consciousness. A sense of 
humor, too, and real joy in living. 
No ''soyr-puss'' was ever a true 
saint. Jesus liked little children, 
and the common people heard him 
gladly because he told, and proba:tly 
acted out, good stories that had 
plenty of point. 

Jesus could tell such stories be­
cause he watched life, and loved it. 
He spoke with authority, as do~s 
every see r , because he got his know­
ledge of principles from within, and 
had eyes to see how those principles 
work outside. Then he pointed out 
what he saw to others, and they sa w 
it too. 

He who has cosmic consciousness 
does not have to assert it. He doe s 
not have t o set himself up ~h a 
teacher. Often he does become a 
teacher, but just as often his onl y 
method of ins1~uction is his own way 
of living. He speaks with authority 
because his words make vivid to his 
hearers _what they themselves have 
dimly perceived. His appeal is to 
the within of them, from the with i n 
of himself, and the Heart of Life · be 
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knows so well - reaches out throug~ 
~im to Itself in -th~ hea~ts -of his 
hearers. 

In yet another sens~ such ' a man 
speak~ with authority. His words 
hav~ power. When -he . speaks, men 
recognize his right to speak~ More 
than this, his vi~id realization of 
his continuity with everything in 
his physical environme~t, his recog­
nition that his surroundings are as 
truly subject to mental direction as 
are his - muscles, enables .him to 
sp1ak with full authority, even to 
the extent of controlling the states 
of what, to most persons, appears to 
be inanimace matter. 

H~ who has entered int6 true cos• 
mic consciousness lives in a wholly 
unobst -ructed universe. His spoken 
Word · h•s power~ So has the silent 
speech of his thought. Neither time 
nor space are barriers to him. He 
can, and does, send his ''word ; of 
power'' to the other side of the 
globe, if need be. The telegraph; 
the telephone and the radio are but 
crude mechanical approximations to 
the instantane .ous communication pos­
sible for him who has entered the 
Inner Kingdom. 

For many years .the writer of these 
pages has had proof of this. During 
all that time he has received 
instruction from a voice heard 
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inwifrdl y ;· · a voibe speaik:in~ the · words 
o' f a ·· 1iving, · {ncarn "ate :tea ·cher, 
That there may be some risk · id ~~k~ 
ing .this .•declaration, he , knows,. ·yet 
he feels the need .of bearing witness 
to the fact that :Qn .this -~aFth . liv~ 

· men ( #1 n d women ) ah l e . to p r-o j e c -t 
.t ,heir tho ·ughts over :thousand~ , 9 _£ 
miles -of -space w,i tho-u.t -th .e . aid !l.i 
-any mechanical c-ontr -ivance.: .·: ·, 

Eien were be ·rtot i~ a position tb 
offer this personal ·testimony, . th :e 
literature of psychical · r~sea~ch 
iontains ~a~undant eviden~~ to the 
sime effect~ · Ag~in, · tha itic~ess ~f 
"what is ·called ·.• C absent tre ·a'tment', 
is another indi~atioh 6£ the sama 
sor.:t.- ·.T¼iere· ·can be no question tha t 
·absent treatmen ,ts have been success ­
.:fu'l --in tho usands of -instances. They 
who ·refuse to · admit . the . evidence .do 
but bear witness to their invincible 
prej.udice. · 

T~i truth ' is that the · realj inn e r 
MAN is omnipresent. Consequently , 
·he ~ho action the assumption th a t 
"this is ·tru~, s6o~ findi ·himself in 
possession of · first~hand ·knowledge 

. that h_is assumption "is correct~ 

From such knowledge _·to the _ f u ll 
exercise of man's spiiitual prer~ j a­
tive of do~inion is a plogres~ i ve 
d~~eiopment or v~iious s~ills. · Con-
cernin~ these · you will leirn ·•or e ' as 
you ~dvari-ca· through the rest of our 
curriculum. 
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